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Fact sheet - lungworm

The larvae 
develop in the 

faeces

Travel in the 
pasture by 
they’re own 

movement or by 
a fungus

The larvae are 
then eaten

They migrate to 
the lungs where 

they lay eggs

The eggs are 
coughed up and 
swallowed and 

then pass on the 
faeces 

• Faecal egg 
counts - allow us 
to advise products 
targeting the 
worms found and 
thus 
avoiding/slowing 
down the build-up 
of resistance, and 
can be used to 
check if the 
treatment you gave 
previously, worked.

• How to diagnose 
lungworm? -
demonstrating the 
larvae in the 
faeces (under a 
microscope), 
antibody testing 
the blood or a bulk 
milk sample (these 
two only give us an 
idea of the level of 
exposure of the 
animals).

Before turnout next year 
Consider vaccinating 
young animals grazing for 
the first time and animals 
with previous history of 
lungworm outbreaks. 

Prevention

The best way to prevent lungworm is building immunity and that can be
achieved by vaccination with Bovilis Huskvac (MSD). If you’re vaccinating,
you should be careful when you treat the animals for gut worms as some
wormers can kill the vaccine larvae and so prevent its effectiveness.
Animals should also be able to build immunity as they are exposed to
worms (lungworm and gut worms), during grazing time. However, animals
grazing for the first time haven’t been exposed to worms and so are more
susceptible and need protection. There is a difficult balance to be struck
between allowing some exposure to allow immunity to develop but not too
much exposure so that production is impaired or disease occurs. This
summer has been a particularly wet and warm affair and parasites are
having a party on our pastures. You need expert advice to protect your
stock, so contact your vet and we can help you.

Get to know your 
pastures

Rotate pastures
Have regular faecal egg 

counts


